
Statement of Common Ground  

 

This Statement of Common Ground (SoCG) is Between Epsom and Ewell Borough 

Council (EEBC) and The Environment Agency in relation to the Epsom and Ewell 

Local Plan 2022-2040 

 

1) Constituent parties to this SOCG 

Epsom & Ewell Borough Council (EEBC) 

The Environment Agency 

 

 

2) Background 

This Statement of Common Ground (SOCG) sets out the agreed position as of May 

2025 in relation to EEBC’s Submission Local Plan. The Environment Agency (EA) is 

a non-departmental public body as established under the Environment Act 1995, 

whose purpose is to protect or enhance the environment, taken as a whole, in the 

interest of contributing to sustainable development. This encompasses a broad and 

interconnected range of responsibilities, including the regulation and oversight of 

environmental quality, the conservation and management of natural resources, and 

the protection of people and property from environmental hazards such as flooding 

and pollution. 

 

The Agency’s statutory remit covers the regulation of water resources, waste 

management, and pollution control across air, land, and water. It is empowered to 

issue permits, set environmental standards, monitor compliance, and enforce the law 

where necessary to prevent harm to the environment or human health. The Agency 

also plays a vital role in flood risk management, providing strategic planning and 

operational response to both fluvial and coastal flooding. 

 

Moreover, the Environment Agency has a duty to contribute to the achievement of 

sustainable development, meaning it must balance environmental, social, and 

economic considerations in its decision-making processes. This includes promoting 

resource efficiency, enhancing biodiversity, and ensuring that environmental 

considerations are integrated into broader planning and infrastructure decisions. Its 

statutory functions also involve working collaboratively with local authorities, 

businesses, other governmental bodies, and the public to promote environmental 

stewardship and resilience in the face of challenges such as climate change. 

 

The EA has been engaged at key stages throughout Epsom and Ewell Borough 

Council’s (EEBC) Local Plan process, the details of which are provided below. 

SCG10



Regulation 18 Consultation 

EA responded to the Regulation 18 Draft Local Plan consultation (February to March 

2023), which was supported by an Interim Sustainability Appraisal. The organisation 

made suggestions about terminology and how some of the policies and strategic 

objectives should be worded regarding flood risk and biodiversity. In some cases, it 

required specific policy requirements to be added (such as requiring developments 

to be set back a minimum of 8 metres from riverbanks and existing flood defence 

infrastructure). It also drew an important link between the dual purposes of some 

policy requirements in ensuring compliance under other statutory requirements (e.g. 

as well as mitigating flood risk, set-backs are a measure in BNG Metrics). 

 

 

Post Regulation 18 Consultation 

 

Following the receipt of the comments on the Regulation 18 Local Plan EEBC and 

the EA have worked together demonstrated by the timeline below: 

 

• September 2023: the EA met with EEBC to discuss updating the Strategic 

Flood Risk Assessment (SFRA) and the EA agreed to share data and input on 

the specification EEBC would write for the project.  

• September 2023: the specification of the SFRA was shared with the EA and 

the EA provided comments.   

• February 2024 – the EA attended an SFRA inception meeting with other 

stakeholders.   

• June 2024 - the EA provided comments on the draft Level 1 SFRA, 

suggesting some minor amendments, which model should be used for flood 

zone 3b as well and some deeper definitions.  

• August 2024 - EEBC provided a draft revised flood policy for the EA review.   

• September 2024 - The EA responded stating that they were broadly satisfied 

with the policy, and the updated SFRA.  

• September – November 2024 – EA responded to EEBC questions relating to 

amendments flood zones and what was meant by defended and undefended 

extent.   

 

 

Regulation 19 Consultation 

 

The EA were consulted on the Regulation 19 Local Plan on 20 December 2024 and 

a response was received on the 4 February 2025 stating that the EA consider the 

Local Plan to have been informed by sound environmental evidence base and 

produced in line with the Duty to co-operate and that they do not consider the 

policies within the plan to be unsound.  

 



The EA have made recommendations and provided advice regarding the proposed 

policies, which could strengthen them and maximise their effectiveness but these are 

not intended to correct issues of legal compliance or soundness. 

 

A copy of EA’s Regulation 19 response is provided in Appendix 1 

 

 

3) Positions of the parties 

 

Both parties agree 

 

• They have worked constructively to address the issue of flood risk, 

biodiversity and pollution in the Local Plan.  

• The Local Plan process has fully considered matters of the environment, 

informed by comprehensive and up to date evidence base, including SFRA 

(Level 1 and 2), Sequential Tests, Sustainability Appraisal and Site Selection 

Methodology. 

• The development of policies in collaboration with the Environment Agency and 

Surrey County Council. 

• EA have no outstanding concerns in relation to the soundness or legal 

compliance of the Proposed Submission Local Plan. 

 

4) Signatories 

 

 

Name: James Togher 

Sustainable Places Team Leader – South London  

Environment Agency  

Date 15 May 2025 

 

 

 

 

 

Name: Councillor Peter O’Donovan 

Chair of Licencing and Planning Policy Committee 

Date 16 May 2025  



Appendix 1: EA Regulation 19 Representation

 



 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 




