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Tree Reference Number The tree number of physical tree tag (if applicable) provided to an individual tree or group of trees, as shown on the Tree Constraints Plan.  

Species Generally the common name given to the tree species. The Latin name is sometimes provided as clarification where deemed necessary. 

Height This figure is given in metres. Measurements are obtained using a digital clinometer. A black asterisk * will denote that the measurement is estimated. 

Stem Diameter 
This figure is given in millimetres. Measurement are obtained using a standard diameter tape, whilst measured from 1.5 metres above ground level, or 
otherwise indicated. A black asterisk * will denote that the measurement is estimated. 

Crown Spread 
This figure is given in metres. Measurements are obtained radially for all four cardinal points using a laser range finder. A black asterisk * will denote that 
the measurement is estimated. 

Crown Clearance 
This figure is given in metres. Measurements are obtained radially for all four cardinal points, between the crown and ground level, and obtained using a 
digital clinometer. A black asterisk * will denote that the measurement is estimated. 

Height to first major branch 
This is an approximate figure given in metres. Measurements are obtained by identifying the lowest lateral branch within the crown. Recorded information 
will also refer to a cardinal direction, and obtained using a digital clinometer. A black asterisk * will denote that the measurement is estimated. 

Age 

The following abbreviations are used to give the age of the tree; NP = Newly Planted, Y = Young, aged less than one quarter of its life expectancy, SM = 
Semi-Mature, trees of approx. one quarter of its life expectancy, EM = Early-Mature, between one quarter & half of its life expectancy, M = Mature, trees of 
over half of its life expectancy, OM = Over Mature, trees exceeding their life expectancy, V = Veteran, over mature trees which contain multiple wildlife 
habitat features & associations. 

Physiological Condition 
The following considerations are used to evaluate the physiological conditions of a tree (foliage & vitality): Dead, Poor, Fair & Good, with intermediate 
descriptions using same phrasing. 

Structural Condition Standard comments referring to the visible structural condition of tree: Hazardous, Poor, Fair, Good, with intermediate descriptions using same phrasing. 

Observations 
These are brief comments which relate to observations from ground level, unless otherwise stated. These observations are made to assist in categorising 
the tree. They do not provide or replace a comprehensive condition survey. 

Preliminary Management 
Recommendations 

These recommendations will only identify the need for more detailed assessment/inspection or tree management due to tree hazards of features which 
present an immediate risk to persons & property. The tree works do not consider general husbandry or required management of the trees, nor do they 
consider tree works that may be required prior to development or to facilitate access to the site. 

Estimated Remaining 
Contribution 

This is the number of estimated years that the tree will remain present and contribute to the local landscape. The following bands are used; <10 years, 10+ 
years, 20+ years & 40+ years. 

Categorisation 
This is the grading category applied following the tree survey. Trees are categorised in accordance with the cascade chart provided within Table 1 in BS: 
5837 (2012). A copy of this chart is provided within Appendix 2 of this report.  
An asterisk * will denote that the categorisation as given will be dependent upon information gained from further detailed inspection of the tree. 

Root Protection Area & Root 
Protection Radius 

The RPA is a figure given in metres squared which is the minimal area that should be left undisturbed. The RPR is a figure given in metres, a measured radial 
distance away from the trees main stem. 



TREES UNSUITABLE FOR RETENTION 

CATEGORY & DEFINITION CRITERIA 
IDENTIFICATION 

ON PLAN 

Category U 
Those trees in such a condition that 
they cannot realistically be retained as 
living trees in the context of the 
current land use for longer than 10 
years. 

Trees that have serious, irremediable, structural defects, such that their early loss is expected due to collapse, including those that will 
become unviable after removal of other category U trees (e.g. where, for whatever reason, the loss of companion shelter cannot be mitigated 
by pruning) 
Trees that are dead or are showing signs of significant, immediate, and irreversible overall decline. 
Trees infected with pathogens of significance to the health and/or safety of other trees nearby, or very low quality trees suppressing adjacent 
trees of better quality. 
NOTE: Category U trees can have existing or potential conservation value which might be desirable to preserve. 

DARK RED 

TREES TO BE CONSIDERED FOR RETENTION 

CATEGORY & DEFINITION CRITERIA (subcategories) 
 

IDENTIFICATION 
ON PLAN 

1. Mainly arboricultural values 2. Mainly landscape values 3. Mainly cultural values, including 
conservation 

Category A 
Trees of high quality with an estimated 
remaining life expectancy of at least 40 
years. 

Trees that are particularly good examples of 
their species, especially if rare or unusual; or 
those that are essential components of 
groups or formal or semi-formal 
arboricultural features (e.g. the dominant 
and/or principal trees within an avenue) 

Trees, groups or woodlands of particular 
visual importance as arboricultural and/or 
landscape features 

Trees, groups or woodlands of significant 
conservation. Historical, commemorative or 
other value (e.g. veteran trees or wood-
pasture) 

LIGHT GREEN 

Category B 
Trees of moderate quality with an 
estimated remaining life expectancy of 
at least 20 years. 

Trees that might be included in category A, 
but are downgraded because of impaired 
condition (e.g. presence of significant though 
remediable defects, including unsympathetic 
past management & storm damage), such 
that they are unlikely to be suitable for 
retention for beyond 40 years; or trees 
lacking the special quality necessary to merit 
the category A 

Trees present in numbers, usually growing as 
groups or woodlands, such that they attract a 
higher collective rating than they might as 
individuals; or trees occurring as collectives 
but situated so as to make little visual 
contribution to the wider locality 

Trees with material conservation or other 
cultural value MID BLUE 

Category C 
Trees of low quality with an estimated 
remaining life expectancy of at least 10 
years, or young trees with a stem 
diameter below 150mm 

Unremarkable trees of very limited merit or 
such impaired condition that they do not 
qualify in higher categories 

Trees present in groups or woodlands, but 
without this conferring on them significant 
greater collective landscape value; and/or 
trees offering low or only 
temporary/transient landscape benefits 

Trees with no material conservation or other 
cultural value GREY 

NOTE: Whilst category C trees will usually not be retained where they would impose a significant constraint on development, young trees with 
a stem diameter of less than 150mm should be considered for relocation. 
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Ht. 
(m) 

Stem 
Dia. 

(mm) 

Crown Spread Crown Clearance Ht. 
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Stem 
Dia. 

(mm) 
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Stem 
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(mm) 

Crown Spread Crown Clearance Ht. 
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Ht. 
(m) 

Stem 
Dia. 

(mm) 
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to 
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limb 
(m) 
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Ht. 
(m) 

Stem 
Dia. 

(mm) 
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Ref 
No. 
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Ht. 
(m) 

Stem 
Dia. 

(mm) 

Crown Spread Crown Clearance Ht. 
to 
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limb 
(m) 
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(m) 

Stem 
Dia. 

(mm) 
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