
POLICING SURREY 
Your Council Tax for Policing In Surrey in 2010/11 

 
About your Police Authority 

 
Surrey Police Authority is a committee of 17 local residents – nine County 
Councillors and eight Independent Members of the public including a serving 
Magistrate – responsible for making sure that Surrey Police is efficient, effective 
and delivers the service that local residents expect. The Authority regularly holds 
the Chief Constable to account for the way in which Surrey Police is being run. In 
some ways, the Police Authority is like the board of a major company, 
responsible for making sure that its managers – in our case the Chief Constable 
– deliver excellent performance for its ‘shareholders’ – the people of Surrey. We 
consult with Surrey residents each year to make sure we understand what it is 
that people expect from Surrey Police. What you tell us contributes directly to the 
priorities in the annual Local Policing Plan that the Chief Constable must deliver. 
 
Over the last decade, Surrey Police Authority has worked closely with Surrey 
Police to deliver on the priorities of residents: 



 
• A police force you can be confident in – The most recent local surveys 
available show that more than 80% of Surrey residents are now confident in 
Surrey Police, a figure that continues to increase. The latest British Crime Survey 
shows that public confidence in how police and councils are dealing with anti-
social behaviour and crime is higher in Surrey than anywhere else in the country. 
 
• A hard line on serious crime – Surrey remains one of the safest places to live 
in the country. Surrey Police continues to crack down on criminals in Surrey, as 
well as those from neighbouring areas who travel to Surrey to offend. 
 
• Officers on the beat – By bringing in police staff to carry out a range of jobs 
that used to be done by police officers, but didn’t require their police powers, we 
have been able to put more of our warranted officers back onto the streets, 
where their powers are required. 
 
• Policing tailored to your community – Surrey Police has pioneered the 
‘Neighbourhood Policing’ system, attaching teams of officers to each 
neighbourhood in Surrey so that residents have an on-going local point of contact 
in their area. 



 
• Common-sense policing – We believe in common-sense policing and give our 
officers the freedom to use their discretion to resolve minor incidents in the most 
sensible way. Not only does this help us do the right thing by victims, it saves 
many hours of officer time that would have otherwise been lost to paperwork. 
 
• Value for money – We do all we can to save money and keep our costs to a 
necessary minimum. The Audit Commission has said that Surrey Police Authority 
provides quality services and good value for money for local people. 
 
Complex decisions 
The decisions and tradeoffs that have to be made by the Authority when setting 
the police budget and Local Policing Plan are complicated and difficult. We, like 
every law-abiding Surrey resident, want to see more done to reduce crime and to 
catch more criminals. We recognise that the criminal threats that the Chief 
Constable must tackle become more complex and more demanding every year. 
We also recognise that we have a responsibility to Surrey taxpayers, who provide 
nearly half of our funding because of the relatively low level of central funding we 
receive. This year’s budget reflects our ambition to tackle the issues that matter 
most to local people at a reasonable financial cost. 



 
The future 
We know that funding for policing, like all public spending, is likely to fall 
significantly in the next few years. We are preparing for this by undertaking some 
radical changes to the structure of Surrey Police over the next three years which 
will help us to keep officers on the beat in difficult times. These measures will 
include: removing 50 senior officer posts; replacing the three divisions of Surrey 
Police with a simpler structure; and looking to replace costly, under-used police 
buildings by basing police teams in better situated public buildings and spaces 
(such as town halls and shopping centres). By taking these measures, we plan to 
provide up to 200 additional constables for Surrey, as well as much improved 
access to our services. 
 
Surrey Police Authority is legally required to produce this information under the Council Tax and Non-
Domestic Rating (Demand Notices) (England) Regulations 2003 – SI 2003/2613 which prescribe the 
minimum requirements for financial information to be provided with council tax bills. 

 
 
 

 



Contacting us 
For more details about the Police budget for the year or to obtain a copy of the 
most recent Statement of Accounts, please write, giving your address, to: Surrey 
Police Authority, PO Box 412, Guildford, Surrey GU3 1BR. or email: 
spa@surrey.police.uk or call Ian Perkin, Treasurer to the Police Authority, on: 
01483 630200. 
 
www.surreypa.gov.uk 
 
Call 999 (Minicom users: 01483 539999) if you have a genuine emergency 
requiring the attendance of the police or if a crime is in progress. 
 
Call Surrey Police on 0845 125 2222 for non-emergency policing matters 
only. 
 
Call your local council for abandoned vehicles or noise problems. 
 
Call Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111 if you have information about a crime 
and don’t want to leave your name. 

mailto:spa@surrey.police.uk


 



 



 
 
 



 
 



 
 

 


