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Potential housing sites consultation exercise extended

A public consultation by Epsom & Ewell Borough Council to identify potential sites in
the Borough which could be used for housing over the next 15 years has been
extended until Friday 3 October.

Local authorities have a responsibility to ensure an adequate supply of land for
housing is available to meet strategic housing targets set by central government. As
part of this process a technical study known as the Strategic Housing Land
Availability Assessment (SHLAA) needs to be produced by the Council,
demonstrating our housing targets for the next 15 years and how these can be met.

Land owners, developers and agents have been asked to submit details of sites that
could potentially be used for development over the course of the next 15 years. The
consultation exercise was due to end on Friday 15 August but has been extended to
allow extra time for potential sites to be submitted.

Councillor Michael Arthur, Chairman of the Planning Policy Sub-Committee, said:
“As part of our continued commitment to secure future housing supply, an element
of which will be additional affordable housing, the Council recognises that the
SHLAA is an important technical exercise that will help us demonstrate that we can
meet our housing targets over the next 15 years.

“Epsom & Ewell is a very desirable place to live but in order to provide for the future
we must ensure the right sites are made available and are developed in a way so
that it has the most positive effect on the Borough.”

Once completed, the assessment will be added as evidence to the Epsom & Ewell
Local Development Framework study and will help in the preparation of new
planning policies. The actual allocation of sites for new housing will be decided by
the Site Allocations Development Plan Document.

Anyone who owns, knows of a potential site which could be developed at some
point in the next 15 years for housing, or wants to simply find out more about the
consultation exercise, can submit details online at www.epsom-ewell.gov.uk or call
01372 732000.
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Epsom & Ewell covers an
area of 8,500 acres,
approximately 15 miles
south of London.

The majority group on the
Borough Council is made
up of residents associations
which hold 25 of the 38
seats. The Liberal
Democrat Party has eleven
seats and the Conservative
Party has two.

Epsom & Ewell borders
The Royal Borough of
Kingston-upon-Thames,
the London Borough of
Sutton, the Borough of
Reigate & Banstead and the
District of Mole Valley.

The population is
approximately 69,600. The
Borough has the smallest
population of all the
districts within the
County of Surrey.

There are 13,000 residents
over the age of 65 and
15,500 under the age of 20.

Under 35,000 residents
are economically active and
25,000 people work in the
Borough.

Epsom & Ewell has around
2,000 acres of open space
including Epsom Common,
Horton Country Park and
Rosebery Park, named
after the former Prime
Minister, Lord Rosebery
who lived in the area.

Epsom & Ewell was
bombed during World War
Two.

Epsom was once famous as
a spa town during the
1600s. The water from its
Wells contained Epsom
Salts. Diarist Samuel Pepys
was a frequent visitor.
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