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ACKER BILK


Jazz legend Acker Bilk MBE makes a welcome return to the Epsom Playhouse on Tuesday 5 July with his Paramount Jazz Band.  To the delight of his legions of fans Acker has confirmed he will be performing his 1962 worldwide smash hit Stranger on the Shore, the first record to reach number 1 in the UK and USA simultaneously.





Acker was christened Bernard Stanley, but this was short-lived as he was soon nicknamed Acker, a Somerset word for friend or mate, and all who meet Acker agree this name is apt, his friendly nature and wicked sense of humour endears him to all. While sledging as a child he lost half a finger, and then lost two teeth in a school punch-up – Acker claims these are the reasons for his recognisable style of clarinet playing!





Over the years Acker has recorded jazz with his Paramount Jazz Band, romantic melodies with string orchestras and guested with other prominent jazz and rock musicians such as the late Humphrey Lyttelton, Van Morrison and the Dutch Swing College Band.





Although Acker will always be synonymous with the famous bowler hat and waistcoat, he is a serious and dedicated musician, and exceptionally professional. 





Tickets are on sale now from the Box Office on 01372 742555, www.epsomplayhouse.co.uk 


Watch out for online ticketing and the brand new website coming soon!
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For further information or interviews please contact Mary Zoeller at em communications on 01372 802718 email: mary@emcomm.co.uk
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