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MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS
	Report of the: 
	Clerk to the Conservators

	Contact:  
	Tim Richardson

	Annexes/Appendices (attached): 
	none

	Other available papers (not attached):
	None stated


	report SUMMARY
The Conservators are asked to note the current situation on the following issues raised previously.



1 Horseman’s Sunday Risk Assessment – Minute 3001 a)
1.1 The Horseman’s Sunday Organising Committee has confirmed that it does not wish to hold a Horseman’s Sunday event on the Downs in 2009.
2 Rubbing House car park – Minute 3001 e)
2.1 It is expected that a planning application for works to the Rubbing House car park will be submitted to the Borough Council in the near future.
3 Habitat Management Plan – Minute 3001 f)
3.1 UPDATE TO FOLLOW.

4 Replacement Byelaw-Boards – Minute 3001 g)
4.1 The Borough Council’s Strategy and Resources Committee will consider a request for the use of “Section 106” funds for byelaw Boards at its meeting on 29 September 2009.
5 Access from Racecourse Hotel to Queen’s Stand – Minute 3001 h)

5.1 The Conservators will receive a verbal update from Nick Blofeld.
6 Access from Tattenham Corner Station to the Downs – Minute 3001 k)

6.1 This area was visited during the Conservators’ Downs Tour held on 7 July 2009 (see Item 11). The Clerk will raise the issue of the walkway alongside Tattenham Corner Road (at the point which it crosses the 5-furlong straight of the Racecourse) with Surrey County Council Highways officers and an update will be provided to the next meeting.
7 Downs Byelaws – Minute 3001 l)

7.1 A report providing wording for new Byelaws regarding the use of radio controlled cars on the Downs will be presented to the next meeting. At its meeting of 7 July 2009, the Epsom and Walton Downs Consultative Committee requested that the possibility of introducing new Byelaws relating to dog control and cycling on the Downs also be considered (see Item 09).
8 Dog control on Epsom Downs – Minute 3004 *
8.1 Since the last meeting, progress has been made in uniting all Surrey Councils to sign up to a joint Dog Control Campaign.  Officers from Epsom & Ewell Borough Council have taken the lead on this project and a meeting is scheduled to take place on the 4 August 2009 with their Surrey counterparts to agree a seven point ‘doggie code of conduct’.  Once the code has been agreed it will form the basis of the Council’s education and awareness campaign.  Following that, the next step will be to roll out the message to the media and by face-to-face engagement with the dog walking community.  In other areas this has already been aided by the active involvement of regular dog walkers who are happy to assist with promoting the campaign.  
8.2 In addition to the agreement to of the code, progress has been made in the following areas:-

· Quotes have been sought to provide promotional biodegradable poop scoop bags to support our campaign.  It may be possible to jointly fund this project with our Surrey partners.  The aim is to engage with the dog walking community.
· Working with ‘The Dogs Trust’ to tap into their national campaigns to encourage responsible Dog Ownership.

· Operational Services are investigating the most effective way to enforce dog control issues and the Change & Development Manager is working with the Streetcare Manager and Ranger Service Manager to look at the options.  At this stage we are researching and comparing our powers under different pieces of legislation and considering how best to train and equip our staff to carry out enforcement measures in the future.  It is felt that if specific areas like the Downs would benefit from Dog Control Orders which require that dogs are kept on a lead, then it is important to back this with the correct amount of appropriately trained staff.

8.3 This issue remains a key priority for Open Space Managers and those involved are committed to establishing a robust county-wide approach to talking irresponsible dog ownership.
*:This update was added following publication of the Agenda, on 27 July 2009.
9 Metal detecting on the Downs – Minute 3005
9.1 UPDATE TO FOLLOW.
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